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Filming for Change

B ellevue—Plates clatter and the buzz
of conversation fills the air. It is
dinnertime at the Harrington House, a
transitional housing program for pregnant
women and mothers of young children.
For these families in transition, a big
challenge in regaining stability is finding
stable housing. “It used to only take a few
months to find housing,” claims Angie, the
case manager. “Now it can take a couple
of years.”

Last year the mothers met with Sena-
tor Patty Murray’s office to advocate for
more Section 8 vouchers. This year they
are widening their campaign by creating
a video to tell the stories of their jour-
ney and the barriers they face to regain
stability. The video
supports passage
of H.R. 3045, the
Section 8 Voucher
Reform Act currently
in the U.S. House
of Representatives.
The Act seeks to
stabilize Section
8 funding and add
150,000 vouchers.

The women
hope the video will
move both stake-
holders and the
grassroots commu-
nity to take action.
Everyone can be an
ally and an advocate for homeless moth-
ers by seeking support for the bill.

Harrington House

mothers will write letters to Congress
to accompany the video. Krystina, who
recently secured perma-
nent housing through
Section 8 says, “Even
though I have my own
place, there are still
women and children
out there who don't ...
It is important for our
entire community to pass this bill... now
I can actually focus on the rest of my life
instead just stabilizing my life.”

Filmando por un Cambio

B ellevue—Los platos hacen ruido y
el zumbido de la conversacion llena
el aire, es hora de la cena en Harrington

“It’s exciting to be doing
something that might

make a difference, even
if it’s in the long run!”

[

Take Action: Go to www.ipjc.org, click on
Legislative Action Center, Section 8 Housing
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The mothers hope the video will raise
their voices to the highest levels
of government. Vanessa from
the Circle says, “It’s exciting
to be doing something that
might make a difference, even |
if it’s in the long run!” The
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Women’s Justice Circle participants.

House, un programa de vivienda transito-

ria para mujeres embarazadas y madres

de ninos pequenos. Para estas familias

en transicion, encontrar vivienda fija para

recuperar su estabilidad constituye un

gran desafio. Angie, la gerente de caso

explica “Encontrar vivienda

llevaba unos cuatro meses,

, ahora puede llevar un par
de afios.”

El afio pasado las ma-

dres se encontraron con

oficiales de la Senadora

| Ry

Murray para abogar por mas vales de
Seccion 8. Este afio las madres estan am-
pliando su campaina,
creando un video para
narrar su historia y
explicar las barreras
que enfrentaron para
recuperar su estabili-
dad. El video apoyara
el pasaje de la H.R.
3045, el Acta de Reforma de Vales de
Seccion 8 que se halla actualmente en la
Camara de Representantes. El Acta busca
estabilizar la financiacién de Seccién 8 y
agregar 150,000 vales.

Elvideo sera dirigido tanto a politicos
como a la comunidad en general. Apoy-
ando este proyecto de ley, todos pueden
aliarse y abogar en favor de las madres
sin hogar.

Actiie: Vaya a www.ipjc.org, haga
click en Legislative Action Center, Section
8 Housing

Las madres esperan que el video lleve
sus voces a los niveles mas altos del go-
bierno. Vanessa, una de las participantes
del Circulo exclama “Es emocionante estar
haciendo algo que puede causar cambio,
aun si es a largo plazo!” Las madres escri-
birdn cartas al Congreso para acompaiiar
al video. Krystina, quien recientemente
consiguid vivienda permanente a través
de Seccion 8 menciona, “A pesar de que ya
tengo mi casa, hay todavia mujeres y nifios
que no la tienen... Es importante para
toda la comunidad que este proyecto de
ley pase... ahora puedo concentrarme en
el resto de mivida, en lugar de enfocarme
solo en estabilizarla.”

Go Latin Americans! Foster
our culture, our heritage,
our pride!

outh Park—A group of women from
Campafia Quetzal, leaders in the La-
tino community, who have been working
to increase parent engagement in the
schools never imagined what powerful
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and effective team members they would
become when they joined a Women Lead-
ers’ Justice Circle.

tAM PANA QUETZAL

Participants considered a range of
social justice issues to work on but agreed
that the lack of cultural identity in Latino
youth was a common thread among them.
The women decided to design an inspiring
brochure with a message to parents on the
importance of maintaining and promoting

Please visit www.ipjc.org and click on
Women/ Women’s Justice Circles/Fall 2009
Campana Quetzal Site Action and Story.

The Campafia Quetzal Leaders’ Justice
Circle included women from several Latin
American countries. Their team work not
only increased the sisterhood among
participants but also allowed an educa-
tional cultural exchange to flourish. Ofelia
concluded, “We
are from diverse
Latin American
countries but

their Latino cultural tra-
ditions and values as they
adapt to the American
culture. The brochure
offers Latino parents
specific ideas on how
to promote respect and
appreciation for their
Latin American roots
and encourages them to
be proud of their culture.
Tere commented, “Our
ideas, wishes, and our
love for our Latin culture
are engraved in this brochure.”

The brochure has been published on
our website and distributed to numerous
Latino organizations in Washington State.

Top Campafia Quetzal Women s Justice Clrcle part|C|pants '
Bottom: Gina, Analia & Bethany working in their small group.

we share so much in common through
our values. Each person possesses a
special virtue that enriches the group as
a whole.”

“En este folleto estan
plasmadas nuestras ideas,
deseos y el amor por
nuestra cultura latina.”

Adelante Latinoamericanos!
Fomentemos nuestra
cultura, nuestra herencia,
nuestro orgullo!

S outh Park—Un grupo de mujeres,
miembro de Padres Promotores de
Campaia Quetzal, que trabaja para incre-
mentar el compromiso de padres latinos
con las escuelas publicas nunca imaginé que
al formar un Circulo de Mu-
jeres Lideres para la Justicia
descubririan cuan podero-
sas y efectivas podrian ser
trabajando en equipo para
promover la justicia social.

Las participantes
mostraron preocupacion
por diversos temas de justicia pero iden-
tificaron la falta de identidad cultural
como factor desencadenante de muchos
de ellos. Las mujeres decidieron crear un
inspirador folleto con un mensaje dirigido
a padres latinos sobre la importancia de
mantener y promover sus valores cul-
turales durante el proceso de adaptacion
a la cultura norteamericana. El folleto da
pautas especificas de como fomentar el
respeto y aprecio por sus raices latinas e
incentiva al lector a sentirse orgulloso de
su cultura. Tere mencioné “En este folleto
estan plasmadas nuestras ideas, deseos y
el amor por nuestra cultura latina.”

El folleto esta publicado en nuestra
pagina web y esta siendo distribuido a nu-
merosas organizaciones latinas del estado
de Washington. Para verlo vaya a www.
ipjc.org, haga click en Women/Women’s
Justice Circles/Fall 2009 Campaiia Quetzal
Site Action and Story.

Mujeres de diferentes paises latino-
americanos conformaron este circulo. El
trabajo en equipo no sélo incremento los
lazos de hermandad entre las participantes
sino que permitié un educativo intercambio
cultural. Ofelia concluy6 “Somos de diver-
sos paises latinoamericanos pero tenemos
mucho en comtn a través de nuestros va-
lores. Cada persona tiene algo valioso en su
ser que enriquece el trabajo grupal.”

Justice for Women is...

¢ A grassroots movement for social justice in areas affecting women, especially women living in poverty.
¢ A collaboration of 15 Northwest agencies serving women and their families.
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Developing and Sustaining
Mutual Partnerships with UW

S eattle—We continue to develop a
strong partnership with both the Uni-
versity of Washington Carlson Center and
the School of Social Work to recruit and
train service learning students to become
Women’s Justice Circle facilitators. The stu-
dents learn to create a
. . . fe for interac-
how intentional each part of the sessions “We are so excited about implementing :::)s tsl?aatcg) s'(c)ers pt:rgz_

are and that they were designed especially . . . , S
to help low income women realize their this amazing and thoughtful program. ipants’ communication
and leadership skills

PSRN SUTERIMTEGERTEGSIE | love how...the sessions were designed L
while guiding them to

energy together!” . - . .
While home for a Christmas visit, the espeCla"y T help low income women take action for social

Justice for Women Coordinator trained realize their power and knowledge!” change. Throughout
facilitators for our first International Wom- the circle, fgahtators
en’s Justice Circle. The site, Centro Maria Rosa, is an educational resource center spon- , deepen their under-
sored by the Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus and Mary in San Juan de Lurigancho, standing of oppression of low-income
Lima, Peru. After the training session, the lead facilitator exclaimed, “Muchas gracias for women and learn how to strengthen social

the great send-off! All of us are very motivated to make the circle happen in February!” network§ for community support.
Service learning students have weekly

, . .. . meetings with the Justice for Women
Circulos de Mujeres para la Justicia Ocurren a Nivel Coordinator to debrief and prepare for

Nacional e Internacional! each circle session. They are encouraged
to journal about their role as facilitators

and the many insights they gain. Teresa re-
flected, “I felt
much more
myself and
much more
comfortable.

Women’s Justice Circles go National and International!

We have been building relationships through collaborating with community and
religious organizations that share our mission to act for justice in the church and
in the world. Through these connections our ministry is growing with two of our
latest partnerships:

In October, a Women'’s Justice Circle started at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit,
a ministry that serves the poor who suffer from the lack of basic human needs. After the
first session one of the facilitators commented, “We are so excited about implementing
this amazing and thoughtful program. [ love

Hemos estado construyendo relaciones a través de colaboraciones con organiza-
ciones religiosas y comunitarias que comparten nuestra mision de actuar por la justicia
en la iglesia y en el mundo. A través de estas con-
exiones nuestro ministerio ha ido creciendo con
dos de nuestras mds recientes asociaciones:

Este octubre pasado, un Circulo de Justicia
para las Mujeres comenz6 en Capuchin Soup

. . L. . . | just reall
Kitchen, Detroit, un ministerio que sirve a los leJt 20 an(}il
pobres que sufren por la falta de recursos basicos. realized that
Al término de la primera sesion una de las facilita- | am a valid
doras comento, “Nos sentimos tan entusiasmadas ..

: participant
por implementar este asombroso programa. Me .
, ., . with much to
encanta como las partes de cada sesion estan . .
contribute.

disefiadas en forma deliberada, especialmente
para que mujeres de bajo nivel econémico se den

cuenta de cuanto poder y conocimiento tienen == - : : v 1 d
cuando juntan sus energias!” Training at Centro Maria Rosa—Lima, Peru ally learned a
: lot from the

circle today, 1 was really surprised that
my stereotype of those who are home-
less is breaking down inside of me.”
Bethany added, “I now have a way better
understanding of Latino culture. Thanks
so much for receiving me with so much
care!”

Angela con-
fessed, “I re-

Mientras estaba en casa para una visita navidefa,
la Coordinadora de Justicia para las Mujeres entrend a un grupo de facilitadoras para
nuestro primer Circulo Internacional de Justicia para Mujeres. El circulo se llevard a
cabo en el Centro Maria Rosa, un centro educativo auspiciado por las hermanas del
Santo Nombre de Jests y Maria en San Juan de Lurigancho, Lima, Pert. Luego del
entrenamiento la facilitadora lider coment6 “Muchas gracias por el gran impulso!
Estamos todas muy motivadas para hacer que este circulo empiece en febrero!”

Justice for Women: A Northwest Collaboration

A program of the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center with:
CASA Latina « Catherine Place « Centro LatinoAmericano « Hope House ¢ Intercommunity Mercy Housing
Jubilee Women’s Center « La Casa/Hogar « Marie Rose House « Miryam’s House « Nuestra Casa
Providence Hospitality House « Sacred Heart Medical Center « Sojourner Place « Transitional Living Center « Women’s Hearth

Thank you to our program funders including:
Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Gratia Foundation, Loretto Sisters, Raskob Foundation, and Tulalip Tribes
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Desarrollando y Manteniendo
Mutuas Asociaciones con UW

S eattle—Continuamos desarrollando
sélidas asociaciones con el Carlson
Centery la Escuela de Trabajo Social de la
Universidad de Washington para reclutar
y entrenar estudiantes de service learning
para que se conviertan en facilitadoras
de Circulos de Mujeres para la Justicia.
Las estudiantes aprenden cémo crear
un espacio seguro para interactuar que
cultive habilidades de comunicacion y
liderazgo mientras guian al grupo a tomar
accion por la justicia social. A través del
Circulo, las facilitadoras profundizan su
entendimiento de la opresién de mu-
jeres de bajos recursos econémicos y
aprenden como fortalecer las redes de
soporte social.

Las estudiantes tienen reuniones se-
manales con la Coordinadora de Justicia
para las Mujeres para analizar y prepararse

para cada sesion. Ellas son alentadas a
escribir un diario acerca de su rol y las
ensefnanzas adquiridas como facilitado-
ras. Teresa reflexiono, “Me
senti yo misma y mucho
mas comoda. Me dejé llevar
y me di cuenta que soy una
participante con mucho que
contribuir.” Angela confeso,
“Aprendi mucho en el circulo
de hoy, estaba realmente sor-
prendida de sentir como el
estereotipo que tengo de
aquellos que no tienen hogar
se esta rompiendo dentro de
mi.” Bethany agregé, “Hoy
poseo un mucho mejor en-
tendimiento de la cultura
latina. Muchas gracias por

i
Teresa (center) with Harrington House participants. recibirme con tanto carifo!”

Together we can make a difference in the lives of these women and
our community as a whole! Contact Giselle Cdrcamo at 206.223.1138
or gcarcamo@ipjc.org to get involved!

@ To [’)W{b relationships with others who want change

@ To c{aim our personal and collaborative power

¥ To UNOEYStano the issues that make life difficult for low-income women
2 To [6011’1’1 tbe S{O”S of grassroots organizing and leadership

@ To take Aaction to create change

Intercommunity
Peace & Justice Center
1216 NE 65th Street
Seattle, WA 98115

www.ipjc.org
ipjc@ipjc.org
206.223.1138
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